conduct of the officers and men by whom it
J refer 1o the re of the Genersl in
chief command, and of the distingui Greneral who more
immediately i the action, Those who fell, and
those who survived the glory of this day, are appropriately
commended by the latter *“ 1o the res ul memory of their
countrymen, and the rowards due to valor and conduct” so
eminen! ann;ﬂwwl

‘l‘hnblzuk El Molino del Rey was the opening scene to
the storming of the formidable fortress of Chspuli:goe. and of
the triamphal entry of our army into the city of Mexico,

Inthe plan for the capture of the city the reduction of Cha-

pultepec was ombraced ag indispensable to its success, T'his
was & daring and dangerous anurrrin. It was a place of ox-
traordinary natural strength, and its great importance s a de-
fence'to the city was well undersiood by the enemy, who
had exhausted his skill and lavished his means to make it im-
pregoable. ;

Our batteries, stationed at different and well-selected points,

opened upon the fortress early in the morning of the 12th of
Septomber, and kept up a well-directed and destructive fire
through that day, and in the morning of the next until the
forcos were ready to m:il‘l oudtu ﬁe attack, me?ﬁmtb';
evincing great nulitary and judgment, were made for
assault oz the morning of the 13th. Not only the strong
citadel whieh erowned the hill was to be carried ; but nume-
rous outworks, obstructipg every approach to it, were to be
taken, and large bodies of the enemy, who manned and pro-
tected these works, were o be encountered and dispersed be-
fore that furtress could be reached. All intervening ob-
stacles were swept away, and the castle carried by storm. To
convey something like an adequate impression of this daring
and heroie achievement, I avail myself of a quotation from the
dospatch of the General in chief command descriptive of the
closing scenp :

“The broken aeclivity was still to be aseended, and a strong
redoubt midway to be carvied buefore reaching the eastle on the
heights, The advance of our brave men, led by bfave officers,
though necessarily slow, was uuwavering, over rocks, chasms,

and the gallant
was won, [ ¢ ;

S

-

Mexicans engaged in the battle, were killed ; and the loss on
our side was seven killed and forty-five wounded. Some of
the leaders in this scheme for o genoral massacre, who had
sarvived the several engagements by which the outbreak was

were fouglit egainst vastly superior numbers, and decisive
vielorics won, with great loss on the part of the enemy, and.
almost bloodless on ours, is an achievement to which it would

During the last year, the recruiting service for the regular
army has been attended with considerable success, T'he re-
cruits enlisted for the fifteen old regiments amount to eleven

be ‘difficult to find a parallel in tho history of military
suppressed, were tried, convicted, and executed.
possession of Santa Fe, in the summer of | Occasionally through the course of the lust summer, some

1846, and making the n

Yy arrang ts for holding it | of our g along the line of the eastern settlements,
and the territory of New Mexico, Gen. Kearny, pursuant to | were attocked by bands of Mexicans and Indians,
instructions. from this Depurtment, proceeded to California. | embodicd for predatory purposes, und some loss was sustained
He commenced this expedition in September, procecding by | on both sides. . ;
an unusual snd almost uoknown route. Gufng down the Most of the te first sent to New Mexico were volunteers

from the State of Missouri, who were engaged for only twelve
| months.  The terms of their service expired in August, and
| 8 early as April and May others engaged for the war were ue-
cepted to take their places, making the t forco in New
Mexico about three thousand six hundred and thirty-four men,
including a battalion for service in the Iudian country on the
routes to Sunte Fe and Oregon,

On the 318t of March a cull was made on the State of Mis-

Rio Grande more than two hundred miles, He passed over to
the river Gila, and followed its course to its junction with
the Calorado of the West, a distance of five hundred miles.
His march_ was continued forty miles down the Colorado,
thence sixty miles across the great dessrt.  On the 2d of De-
cember he arrived at & settloment on the frontier of California.
While pursuing bis march from that place he was met, two
duys thereafter, sbout forty miles {rom San Diego, by a small 1
detachment of volunteers under Capt, Gillespie, sent out by | souri for a rogiment of mounted volunteers, a part of which
Commgdore Stockton to give intelligence of the enemy, who, | was directed to be employed in establishing military posts on
to the number of six or seven hundred, were roported to be | the route to Oregon, pursuant to the act of the 10th of May,
in arms in the territory. 1846, und the remainder were ordered to Santa Fe to supply
Being informed that an armed party of Californians was | the place of the twelve months men whose term of service
at San Pascual, eight or ten miles distant from him, he moved | would expire in the summer.  Afterwards this direction was
forward on the 6th with a view to attack them. An action | s0 wodificd that the whole regiment was pressed on to Santa
ensued and resulted in their detoat, with considerable loss in | Fe, and a battalion of similar troops from the same State was
killed and wounded. The force under Gen. Keamny engaged | assigned to the duty of establishing the Oregon posts.
on this oceasion did not exceed cighty ; the enemy were more Upon full consideration of the subject, it was determined to
than déuble that number, and, being all well mounted, were fi e operations of the year to two military stations—
able to make good their retreat. ; { both on this side of the Rocky tai I tions were
The next day the detschment proceeded on its march, and | given and the necessary srrangements made for a 'K:ot near
again encoyntered a hostile purty occupying a hill near San ] Grand Island, where the road to Oregon strikes Platte
Bernardo, and drove them from their position. Gen. Kearny | river, and another st or near Fort Laramie. As the former
remained with his command ut this place umtil the 11th, | was in the region where Indian depredutions had been com-
when be was joined by o party of sailors and marines, sent | mitted, and as & force there would hold the Indians in check,
out by Commodore Btockton, and then procesded to San  the earlicst attention was directed to be given to that work,
Diego. Here terminated o mast arduous march of one thou- | but the approach of winter has necessurily suspended it.  Not
sand and forty-three miles, through a country never before | much progress has been yet made in its construction bevond

and mines, and under the hottest fire of and ¥
The redoubt now yielded to vesistless valor, and the shouts
that followed announced to the castle the fste that impended,
The eneiy were steadily dviven from shelter to shelter,  The
retreat allowed not time to fire a single mine without the eer-
tainty of blowing up friend and foe.  Those who at a distance
attempted to apply matehes to the long trwins were shot down
by our men, There was death below as well as above ground.
At length the diteh and wall of the main work were veached ;
the -:nﬁtng ladders were hrought up and planted by the storm-
ing parties ; some of the during spivits, first in the assault, were
cuit down—killed or wounded. Al snt was soon made ;
streams of hervoes followed ; ull opposition was overcome, and
several of our regimental colors flung out from the upper walls
amidst long-continued shouts and cheers, which sent dismay
into the cupital.” -

Though the capture of Chapultepec was a most difficult and

- perilous enterprise, it was, however, but one in the series of
brilliant achievernents which were to be performed before the
city of Mexico fell into our possession. A desperate struggle
was continued throughout the whole day. The numerous
batteries, which opened a destructive fire upon our troops, one
after another, were captured ; the formidable obstacles, so well
contrived to arrest our advance, were surmounted ; and the
opposing hosts of the enemy were driven from their well-
chosen positions. When night came and suspended the dread-
ful conflict, two of our columns had entered the city. Pre-
parations were at once made for its entire subjugation on the
approaching morning. .

Our astonishing successes on the two preceding days had
filled the army and the Governmeut of Mexico with despair ;
they precipitately fled during the night of the 13th. On the
14th our troops ok possession of the magnificent capital of
the Mexican Republic, and planted the standard of the United
States on her national palace.

The preceding sketch of the operations of our army, under
the command of Major General Scott, from its debarcatisn at
Vera Cruz until its triumphal entry into the city of Mexico,
ig, I am well aware, exceedingly imperfect ; it is confined to
the announcement of general results ; details and subordinate
evonts developing heroic acts and individual merit are neces-
sarily excluded ; but these are presented with fulness in the ad-

irable reparts, h ith transmitted, of the Highly distin-
guished ofiicers who participated, in an eminent degree, in
the memorable scenes they so well describe.

After the main body of our army had moved on the city of
Mexico, the small garrison at Paebla, under the command of
Colonel Childs, sustained a close and continued siege tor
twenty-eight days,. by a vastly superior force. The number
of assailants brought againét this small garrison was at one
time eight thousand, under the immediate command of Gen-
eral Santa Annn.  The siege was signalized, through'its whole
courae, by successive attacks al various points, successfully
repelled.

The repo:t of the commander of the garrison, herewith pre-
sented to your consideration, is another testimonial of the
gallantry and the patient endurance of our officers and men,
under the severest trials, which cannot fail tg exalt the charac-
ter of our army at home, and dilluse its renown wherever he-
roic deeds are justly appmciated. :

r the Mexican urmy was so signally defeated and driven
from the city of Mexico, General Santa Anna determined to
try his fortune in another field. With a foree of four thou-
sand men and six pieces of artillery, he prepared fur an attack
on the train and troops which DBrigadier General Lane was

jucting to the headquarters of the army. Apprized of this
dresign, and learning that the enemy was at Hunmantla, Gen-
eral Lane proceeded, on the 9th of Oclober, with a consider-
able detachinent, to attack him and disperse his troops.  T'he
encounter between this detachment and the enemy was bril-
liant ; the conduct of our officers and men sustained the high
character which they have every where won since the com-
mencement of the war, The enterprise was earried out with
complete success ; the force under General Santa Anna was
dispersed, two of his cannon were captured, two of his
aides-de-camp made prisoners, and the city of Huamantla
taken. F

Being informed that a considerable force of the enemy was
al Atlixeo, under G 1 Rea's ¢ i, G | Lane re-
solved to strike at tiiem.  Thhe execution of his design required
a long and tedious march ; it was performed in a highly cre-
ditable manner ; the enemy was encoanteréd, routed, and pur-
sued 10 a considernble distance, with a Joss of two hundred
and nineteen killed, and three hundred wounded, and the
city of Atlixco captured. For the details of these very suc-
cessful operations, and the instances of individual cournge and
distinguished conduct on the part of our officers and soldiers,
I respectfully refer you to the reports of General Lane, here-
with transmitted.

There have been also many severe conflicts between de-
tachments of our troops and the guerilleros along the lines of
our communications, almost invariably with resuits highly
creditable to our arms. Those in which the small command |
of Major Lully was engaged in its arduous march from Vera
Cruz to Jalapa were of u character which merits special notice.
The formidable difficulties it met and overcame, at successive
points in the route, @test the ability of the officers and the
bravery of the troops composing this detachment, The par-

tr 1 by an armed force, and beset with formidable diffi- | the callection of materials and the needful preparations for car-
culties, only to be surmounted by extraordinary energy and | rying it on carly in the spring. :
_perseverance, and towards its close obstructed by an enemy Our carecr of success, s0 disastrous to Mexico ; our conquest
who opposed a desperate resistance, which was overcome by | of so many of her Bll.tu and Territories ; the subjugation and
severe and sanguinary conflicts.  Our successes, so creditable | occupation of her capital ; the defeat and dispersion of her ar-
to the heroic band who achieved them, were not obtained | mies ; the capture of most of her matericl of war, and the an-
without the loss of three brave and accomplished officers and | nihilation of her foreign commerce, have not yet brought peace,
about eighteen gallant men. or the offer of such terms as could be accepted by the United
On the 20th of December a force of five hundred men, | States without national degradation. The war still continues,
consisting of dismounted dragoons, volunteers, marines, and | and it is proper to present some suggestions in regard to its
sailors, moved from San Diego upon Ciudud de los Angeles, | further proseeution. In making these suggestions I pass, with-
the stronghold of the enemy, with a view to succora party of | out remark, the proposition that we should abandon all our
Americans moving on the same point from Monteroy, On the | sequisitions, and withdraw our troops from the enemy’s coun-
8th of January this force reached the San Gabriel viver, where | try. Bm:h'a propusition could only be seriously entertained
it found the enemy full six hundred strong, with artillery, sta- | if we were in {?ﬂilf-.\f the vanquished party, and were convine
tioned on the heights which commanded the passage of the | ed of our inability to prolong the contest with reasonable hopes
river, and determined to dispute it. A severe conflict ensued, | of success. !
which lasted an hour and a half, when the heights were car- | Our further operations must, in my opinion, be conducted
ried, and the enemy defeated and driven from the fiell. The | in one of the three following modes : firal, 1o take and hold
next day he was again met and routed on the plains of Misa, | an indemnity line; to recede from all places and positions now
Without further resistance the detachment moved forward, | occupied in advance of it, und cease from all aggressive ope-
and arrived on the 10th at Ciudad de los Angeles, and took | rations beyond that line ; second, to overran the whole coun-
cable possession of the place. | try, and hold all the principal places in it by permanent gar-
The results of these engagements were so disastrous to the | risons ; and, third, to retain what we now Jom. open the
enemy that some of the leaders of the Californians a few days | lines of eommunication into the interior, and extend our ope-
thereafier met Lieut. Colonel Fremont, who was in command | rations to other important plates, as our means and the prospect
of four hundred volunteers, near San Fernando, and entered | of advantages ’llbl‘lﬂ_ indicate—keeping a disposable force al-
into o capitulation with him, whereby the people under arms | ways ready, within approachable limits, to annoy the enewy, to
and in the field agreed to disperse and remain quiet and peace- | seize supplies, enforce contributions, and frustrate his efforts
able. Thus the serious disturbances which had arisen in | to collect means and assemble troops for the purpose of pro-
California subsequent to the first occupation of the country by | tracting the war.
our forces were put down ; and from that time to the latest | A full discussion of the comparative merits of these modes
period to which our information extends all waa there tran- | of conducting our military operdtions, would extend this com-
quil, and no serious apprehensions of further disturbance were | munication o an unwarrantable length ; T shall, therefore,
enterlained. confine my remarks (o o few prominent considerations relative,
Caolonel-Mason was sent from the United States in Novem- | to each.
ber, 1846, to California, where he arrived in Februagy, Gen. | Wilh reference to a speedy peace, with proper indemnity
Kearny had permission to return home when the condition of | and security—the ouly oliject of the war—the line-policy is re-
affairs should no longer require his presence in that country. | garded as objectionable. If our present position cannot com-
Pursuant to instructions from this Department, the 1| ml[ul ceeptable terms of pacification from Mexico, retiring to
of our land forces in California and the charge of the tempo- | an indemnity line would certainly fail to produce such a re
rary civil government there established were devolved on Col. | sult; it would weaken the inducements of the enemy to put
Mason about the first of last June, when General Kearny left | an end to hogtilities. Restored, by our voluntary surrender,
for the United States. | to the possession of his capital and important departments,
The military operations in Californis, previous to the arri- | and relieved from the pressure of our arms and from all ap-
val of General Kearny, had been conducied by the officers of, prehensions of further conquest and annoyance, beyond the
the navy and Lieut. Col. Fremont, by forces drawn in part | limits we might select, he would be left with more abundant
from the squadron and in part organized in the try. All resources than he now | to prepare, at lei and in
the transactions which have been detailed took place before security, to strike an effective llow with concentrated forees
any of the land forces sent from the United States, except the | at our detached posts. To hold these posts snfely, to retain
few dragoons who accompanied General Kearny, (not exceed- | possession of T.he seaports we now have, (if that should fall
ing one hundred, ) had arrived in California. The company | within the policy, ) and to prevent incursions intothe territories
of artillery which embarked at New Yoik in July, 1848, did | which we might choose to appropriate to ourselves, would, in
not reach that country until Febraary, 1847, and the regi-  my opinion, require a force as large as would suffice 1o inain-
ment of volunteers from New York, which sailed in Septem- | tain what we now occupy, und to carry our operations still
ber, arrived there in March. | further in the interior of the enemy’s country, and make him
A Dbattalion, under the command of Licutenant Colonel | foel the calamities of war in a way best calculated to induce
Cooke, from Santa Fe, arrived in California in Januvary, 1847, | him to seek for But if in this | am mistaken, and the
This battalion also proceeded by way of the Gila river, and, | line-policy should enable us to reduce the number of our
by deviating from the route taken by Gen. Kearny, found one | troops, still it will not, as I conceive, thercby effect a redue-
more practicable, over which, though no wheel carriage of any | tion of our actual expenditares fur the war.
description had ever before passed, they were enabled to take In consequence of the interruption of intercourse between
a train of wagons. the seaports in our possession, and the central parts of Mexi-
About two hundred recruits have been sent out, within a | cv, the collections on imports have hitherto been inconsidera-
few months past, to il up the comj in the regi of | ble. If the line-policy is adopted, this intercourse will con-
volunteers in California. tinue to be interrupted, and, consequently, the receipts of rev-
By the last report, dated [8th June, from Colonel Muson, | enue from this source will be smail.
now chief in command of the military force in California, and | Under the operation of the line-policy all expectation of les-
exercising the functions of temporary eivil governor there, it | #ening the burden of sustsining our troups, by deriving sup-
appears that the troops in that country do et exceed seven | plies and contributions from the enemy, would be disappoint-
bundred and fifty, exclusive of the battalion from Santa Fe, | ed. The supplies in the vicinity of our posts would be with-
whose term of service expired in July, and who were not ex- | drawn from our reach ns soon as our design to svize and ap-
pected to re-engage. When the recruits shall have arrived | propriate them was ascertained or suspected.  But, were it
the entire force in thal country will be about one thousand. | otherwise, as our posts would be remote from the wealth
These occupy seven posts, at a long distance from each othfer. | and resources of the country, the smount which could be ob-
A detachment has been sent to garrison La Paz, the capital of | tained would be inconsiderable.
Lower California. So far from deriving advantage from the line-policy, by way
Under almost any ocir tances this force can hardly be | of obtaining assistance from the resources of the cnemy to-
regarded as sufficient to snswer the purpose for which troops | wards the support of our troops, we should, [ apprehend, eon-
are required in that country. * Though all is now quiet there, | fer upon a portion of the people of Movico a direct benefit, by
anid no serious apprehension is entertained Jf disturbance, yet | opening to them at our posts a market, in which we should
the country in our occupation is extensive, embracing many | become the puichasers of their products st an exorbitant price.
positions which should be garrisoned, and the Indian race is | These considerations, without bringing into view others, have
there numerous, with the propensity and habit of depredating. | led me 1o look to one of the other modes of operation | have
In case of a threatened disturbance, it is not doubted that a | mentioned as preferable to that of occupying an Indemnity
iderable augm of our foreo could be derived from | line.
the inhabitants of the eountry ; still I think it advieabie to | Inregard to the I mode suggested—that of occupying
increase the number of troops now there. To show the state | the whole country—the wide extent of territory embraced in
of things in California, in regard to military affairs, as well | the Mexican Ropublic, the many important points to be gar-
a8 to other matters to which 1 shall hereafter allude, I here- | risoned, and the long lines of communication to be kept opeh,
with transmit the last communication received from Colonel | present difficulties of no ordinary magnitude, if our occupancy
Mason. - . is to be of such a character as to supersede the Mexican an-
Soon after the departure of the expedition under Col. Doni- | thority, and require the temporary establishment of civil go-
phan for Chibuahua an insurrection broke out in the northern | verument, o carrying this plan into eflect it would not be
part of New Mexico, which appenred to have for its object the | reasonsble (o rely upon the favorable disposition or even neu-
massacre of all American residents, without reference to their | trality of any considerable part of the Mexicsn people, until

feg

ticular incidents of this march, and the ereditable conduct of
the officers and men, are presented in the accompanying re- |
port of the commanding officer. i

The sketches I have presented of the operations of the two |
maia columns of our army do not embrace an account of all |
the achicvements in the enemy's country which have reflect- |
ed lusire on our arms.  As early as August, 1846, General |
Kearny informed the Depariment, in a letter from Santa Pe, |
that he should have a disposable foree at that place, beyond
what would be required to hold it, and to accompany him to
California ; and he proposed to send a detachment to Chi-
huahan to join General Wool, who was advancing upon that
place. On the 23d of September, e ordered Colunel Doni-
phan, with the first regimont of Missouri volunteers, on that
service.  After bding detained some time for the reduction of
the Navajoe [ndi a restiess and predatory tribe inhabiting
the region of New Mexico, west of the range of mountains
bordering the valley of the Rio Grande—Col. Doniphan pro
ceeded on this expedition, attended with a large company of
American merchants.  On the 26th of December, the advance
of the command was met by the enemy in considerable force |
near Drazitos when an engagement took place, which resulted
in the total defeat of the Mexicans, with a loss on their pait
of nearly two hundred in killed and wounded, on ours of
only seven wounded. The force engaged in this affair on our
side was less than five hundrod, and on that of the enemy
one th 1 two hundred and twenty, of which over five
hundred were cavalry. Pursuing its mareb, the command
entered 1l Paso without further opposition.  Horo it was as-
certainod that the column under General Wool had been di-

beihg in the public service, and such of the Mexicans s had | some assurance of the stability of our power was Jerived from
taken office under the government established by our military | its continuance.  Our posts must, therefore, be strong, and
nuthurity. The first act of outrage was the deliberate and | our lorces namerous, in order to secure the many and long
brital murder of the governor of the territory, and several other | lines of communication, to disperse and chastise the guerrilia
American citizens at Taos. Similar strocities were at the | bands which would obstruet them, and to suppress the more
same time perpetrated ag the Arroya Honda and the Rio Colo- | powerful uprisings of the pecple, wherever they may be at-
rado.  Flushed with th¥ success of their first. sudden move- | tempted. | cannot #afely estimate the foree requisite to carry
ment, the insurgents proceeded to colleet and organize their | into full effoct this plan at less than seventy thousand men.
force for an attack upon Santa Fo. As soon as the command. | To ensure the p of that ber iz the encmy's coun-
ing officer was info their designs, he took prompt mea- | try, and at places where they would be wanted, it would be
sures 1o intercept their march, to restore order throughoul the | necessary to ruise 8 much largor force. The great oxpense
territory, and to punish their Jeaders. Ordering in the detach- | of raising, organizing, and sending to their remote destination
ments at the oul f, and leaving a sufficient garrison at San- | #0 large o body of troops as soon as needed to give effect to
ta Fe, Col. Price, with three hundred and filty men, includ- | this plan would, T apprehend, bring a very heavy and perhaps
ing a company of horse and a battery of mountain hqwitzers, | embarrassing demand upon the Treasury.
moved on the 234 of January, in the direction of Taos, and [  The thind mode presented is, in my judgment, preferablc to
on the suceceeding day discovered the snemy—aboul fifteen | the others,  Deyond certain limits it admits of expansion and
hundred—near the town of Cafiada.  They were immediate- | contenction ; but, s a fixed condition, all now held is 10 be
ly attacked, drivon from their positions, and dispersed, with a | retained, and no part surrendored butin compliance with treaty
loss of thirty-six killed and many savounded. { stipulations. This plan also contemplates further acquisitions,
Purruing the route up the left bank of the Rio Grande, our | extending to other important points, more or less numerous,
foree—now increared to near five hundrdd men—reached La | ¢ circumstances may warrant.
Hoya on the 20th of January, A detschment was sent for- Notwithstanding our victories have fallen with crushing
ward to dislodge a rarl, of the enemy—between six and seven | woight upon the assembled armies of Mexico, most of those
hundred—who had possession of the heights which command- who hold in their hands the decision of the question of peoce
ed the defile leading to Enbudo, The heights were immeo- | bave stood beyord the range of the physical evile inflictod by
diately attacked and carried, and the enemy precipitately dri- | the war. By extending the theatre of it, and changing the
ven in the direction of the town. W ithout further resistance, | mode of condueting it, they can be made 10 feel its pressure.
this detachment of our trosps entered and took possession of | In consequence of our liberal and humane policy, we have as
Enbudo, and in a few days thereafior joined the main body at | yet scarcely touched the substance of the wealthy and influen-

verted from its original dest It therefore b ne-
cossary for the delachment to remain at El Paso uatil rein-
forced by artillery, which had been previously ordered from
Sunta Fe.  This accession of fore did not join the command
until early in Fobraary, and then it moved forward towards
Chihuahaa,  Of its arrival ot the Pass of the Sseramento,
about fifteen miles from the eapital of the State, on the 281h
of February, the enemy was there discovered in great force,
strongly posted on the eommaniding heights, fortified by en-
trenchments, and well sapplied with artillery.  Arrangements
wers promptly made for an attack, and a fire at onee opened
from our batteries.  The action soon became general, and
lasted from 3 o'clock in the aflernoon till near dark.  All the
enemy's redoubis woro carried, and ho was driven with groat
slaugliter from the fiold, and completely dispersed. His ar-
tillery, conaisting of ten pioces and some culvering, was eap-
tured ; and his loss in killed and wounded wns about six
hundred, while ours did not exceed nine men. Thd numer-
ical strength of the ¢nemy in this engagement was over four
th J—twelve hundred cavaley, twelve hundred infantry,
three hundred artillery, and over fourteen hundrgd ranchioros—
under the command of soveral officers of high rank and dis

tinetion.  Our entire foree i the action was less than nine

hondred.  On the suceceding day our victorious troops eniter-

woeks, procgeded to join the army wnder Major General

T-F:L at Montercy.

and gallant eommand, of more than one thousand miles
country, in the course of which two battles

ed the capital of Chihuahun, and, afler remnining thore some
adventurons march by Col. Doniphan and his small
through a hostile

tial classes in Mexico.  As the Mexican army has long been
| to them the instrument of oppression in the hands of their suc-
| cessive rulers, its destruction has not deeply enlisted their sy m-
| puibios or alarmed their foars.  Our army bas afforded them
better protection than their own ; and thus, by oor presence
and our forbearance, they have, within certain limits, hitherto

: On the 24th of Jlnﬂll’! a small reconnoitring party of about
eighty men, under Captain Hendley, proceeded in the direc-
tion of Mora, to asecrtain the strength of the cnemy, reported
to be in that vicinity. From three to five hundred Mexicana
were discovered in a strong position behind defences within
the town. Here a conflict took place, in which the enemy | escaped exactions from either.  But our successes huve now
suffered a loss, in killed in wounded, of about thirty ; but the | opened the way to act opon and influpnce those who probably
defences were found 00 strong and too well guarded to be ta- | cany if they will, put an end to hostilities. B y making them
ken by escalade with so small a force. The party, after deo- | suffor the usaal calamities of war, they must bo made to de-
straying some of the buildings in the town, retired with the | #ire peace.
prisoners to Vegas.  Our loss in this affair was throe slightly In addition to the troops required to garrison places tn be
wounded and one killed—the gallant comminder of the purty, | refnined, it is proposod 1o have in the field a competent 1o
who fell in storming the works. for aggressive operations—to strike the enemy whenever he

On the 8d of Febroary, the command under Col. Price, | may present a valoerable point ¢ to open avenacs from the
after o diffi ult mareh through desp snows, arrived at Pacblo | Prts in our possession into the enemy’s eountry, and to cover
de T'nos, a place of considerabile strength, surrounded by adobe | and suljeot to our control some of bis rich mining districts and
walls and strong pickets, with buildings well ealculnted for do- [ productive agricultural regions. Tt is not deemed projier 1o
fenee a "::lrhlc of bolding n large garrison.  Preparations | point outin more detail the movements and oljects corntem
for an immedinte attack were made ; our batteries opened up- | plared in the further prosecution of the war upon this plan.
on the town, and the fire continued during that and the fol-4 I proeoed to present my views in relation to the troops con-
lowing day ; but, owing to the lightness of the metal, (a six- | silered necewary for this purposs.  The twenty-five regimenta
pounder amd mountain howitzery, ) it was found impossible to | of the regular army, as distinguished from the volunteer fores,
make n brench in the walls. ¢ was then determined to carry | When filled up to the limit fixed Inw, would be twenty-
the place by nssault, and it was done in a gallant manner. | cight thousand eight hundred and fourteen, exclusive of offi-
The next morning the s sued for peace, which was | cera: but the nctwnl strength, as near av can bo ascortained,
granted on condition of sutrendering 1" now -one thovsnw! five hundred and thirty-three ; it
pal leaders, who had instigated the disturbanee will therefore require seven th 1 three bundeed and
roctly concorned in the marder of the governor and others. | cighty -one ullm? men to complete the regular military es-
About one hundred und fifty, of the seven or eight hundred | tablishment, ,

th | and eighty-one, and those for the ten regiments
raised under the act of the last session of Congpess are eleven
thousand one hundred and sixty-two,

By the operations of the recruiting service, it is believed
that the present strength of these regular regiments will be
lu!;z sustained, and probably increased,

he nccompanyiog tables from the Adjutant General's oflice
show that there are now in service, engaged for the wur,
twenty-three regiments of volunteers, seven battalions, and
thirty-three companies not organized into regiments or bhatta-
lions ; but the rank and file of all these do not probably exceed
twenty thousand men. Most of the volunteer forces huve
borne a conspicuous part in the present arduous campaign,
and particularly in the series of severe conflicts with the ene-
my. The casualties of the service have, therefore, fallen
heavily upon them. They have Lecome considerably reduced.
‘To give those serving for the war their complete orgsnization,
will require an addition of about twelve thousand five hundred
men.

Attempts have boen made, under the act passed at the last
session of Uongress, to engage volunteers to fill up the com-
panies in service, and officera have been from their
commands for that purpose. These efforts have not been suc-
cessful ; only eight hundred snd twenty-one have been pro-
cured.  One of the disadvanfages attending these attemps
has been the want of authority to place them on the same
footing in respect to compensation as recruits for the regulur
army. Asthe volunteers engage for the same terin as the
recruits for the ten regiments, there can be no resson for not
holding out to them the same inducements to enter the public
service. It iy, therefore, respectiully recommended that Con-
gress be asked to authorize a like bounty to volunteer recruits,

y I alsn suggest that those raised in the same State be conso-
lidated temporarily, and the supernumerary officers sent home
to abiuin recruits for their respective companies.  Should this
sltempt prove unsuccessful, then 1 recommend that the con-
solidation be made permanent, and that entire ecompanies of
volunteers be accepted, to take the place of the es in

thority, T recommend that Congress be asked to provide by
law for the adjustment of these claims by the sccounting
officers,

I ulso rocommend that provision be made for the payment
of a regiment of volunteers from Texas, which entered the ser-
vice in Februsry last, in compliancs with & call by the com-
manding officer at Camargo, under what he deemed to be
pressing emergency. The regiment, afier Leing mustered,
proceeded to the Rio Girande, whero it was discharged, pursu-
ant to an order of Major General Tuylor. As l.htl | was
made without anthority from either this Department or the
Commanding General, oo spproprintion will be necessary to
puy the volunteers for the time they were in service.

I respectfully repeat the recommendation in my last annual
report on the subject of clothing in kind for volunteers, in lieu
of the money which is at present puid to them ss & commuta-
tion. The experience of the past yeur has shown the neces-
#ity for this change. ‘The clothing provided by the volunteers
themselves, both in kind and quality, is generally unsuited for
the servige, and often proves to be deficient in quuntity. Serv-
ing in an enemy’s country, and at a distance from the ordinary
sources of supply, it can seldom be replaced when lost or worn
out, and alwaysat an exhorbitant price.  Much of the suffer-
ing which has been experienced by these troops may be attri-
buted to the want of proper clothing, If authority were given
to supply the volunteers in the for provided for the regu-
lar troops, it is believed Wm better elothed, and ata
less cost to themselves to the Government, than by the
present mode. It is understood that, if such provision is made,
the armngements of the Quartermaster's Department are such
in relation to providing clothing that it can readily furnish o
supply to the volunteers,

I also repeat the recommendations in my last report, in re-
gurd to a retired list of officers of the army, whe, by age or
infirmities, have become unable to perform active daties.. The
experience of the past year has added force to the considera-
tions in favor of such a measure. For the details of the plan,
as well us for reasons in favor of it, [ invite your attention to
the report of the Adjutant General. A

Besides the roports of the Adjutant General and the Quar-

regiments and battalions which may be occasioned by the con-
solidation.

The forces now in service, augmented by recruits to the
oxtent which it is reasonable to expect, will not, in my opin-
ion, be sufficient for our contemplated military operations, 1
therefore submit for your consideration and approval the pro-
position to raise ten additional regiments of regular forces for
the war. It is important that suthority should be given for
this purpose at an early period in the approaching session of
Congress. A delay, even of a few months, would be very
injurious, as it would give time fo the enemy o reorganize
his shattered forces and recruit his exhausted swength. If
such authority be at once given, the new regiments might be
raised and sent to the seut of war in senson to poss the un-
heulthy distriet along the coast of the Gulf before the return of
the epidemic, and to participate in the next campaign. It is
desirable that Congress should be impressed with the impor-
tance of providing at once for this increase of our tropps.

The increase of the regular force to the proposed extent is
much preferred to a further call for volunteers—not, however,
because the former are preferable to the latter for courage, en-
durance, er gullant deeds of daring : o, in these high attri-
butes, the regular troops and the volunteers have been alike
eminently distinguished, and have, on every trying occasion,
nobly contended for excellence - but, judging from past expe-
rience, it is believed that in this way the army can be more
expeditiously reinforced, and the regiments more effectively re-
cruited and kept up, and in some respects better adapted to the
services likely to be required of them.

The exigencies of the war may require a larger force than
can be brought into the field, ifcluding the proposed new re-
giments, Itis therefore urged that authority should alsa be
given to accept the services of more voluntecrs. It should not
be restricted to a pumber less than twenty thodsand, With
the increase of our present force by the ten new regiments, it
isnot probable that there will be occasion to exercise this au-
thority, yet an emergency may arise when a resort to it would
be of great importance to the public interest.

The Department hus p | estimates for considerable
deficiencies in some of the war appropriations for the carrent
fiscal year. Provision was made in these appropriations for
continuing in service, besides the regular troops, ten thousand
volunteers; but it was subsequently deemed important greatly
o sugment this volunteer force. The excess of volunteers
called out beyond that number is over fifteen thousand, for
which no appropristion was made. The expenses of organi-
zing and transporting them to the seat of war, together with
their pey, subsistence, and all e for clothing have pro-
ducu] a considerable part of these deficiencies. The unfore-
seen and extraordinary rise in the price of articles of subsjs-
tence has also caused a much larger expenditure in the Come
missary’s Department than was expected when the estinfates
for subsistence were presented to the last Congress. The
largest amount of disbursements has been in the (Quartermas-
ter's Department.  For a statement of this amount, as well as
the necessity for it, | respectiully refer to the report of the
Quartermaster General.  The duties of that branch of the
public service are numerous and difficult at all times—in war,
and particularly in a foreign war, carried on at a great dis-
tance from our ordinary sources of supplies, these duties are
vastly multiplied and complicated. . The difficulties under
which that department has labored from the commeucement
of the war, suddenly called on, as it then was, in an unpre-
pared state to provide for several srmies destined for different
and distant fields of action, and subsoquently in fitting out the
important expedition against Vera Cruz, and aring trans-
portation by ses and land in our wide-spread rations, and
the mannet in which these difficulties have been met and over-
come, often under the most untownrd circumstances, ne well
presented in the accompanying report of the Quartermaster
General 5 -

A# a measure for reducing expenses in one important
branch of duties of the Quartermaster's Department, and at
the same time giving it greater efficiency, I invite special at-
tention to his rocommendation in regard to the mode of em-
ploying- teamsters, mechanics, » and other laborers, These
amount to several thousands : and the difficulty.in procuring
them in sufficient numbers, and retaining them in service at
p'aces where they are wanted, has forced upon that depart-
ment the necessity of paying extravagant wages, and in other
respects incurring large expenses, which might to a consider-
able extent be avoided in the manner suggested.

Il authority were given to enlist the men required in the
Quarterinaster's Department, with all the advantages to which
troops of the line are entitled and subject 1o similar obligations,
the public expenses on this account would be much diminish-
ed, and the Quartermaster's Dopartment relieved to a consi-
derable extent from a serious embarrassment.

In the cstimates for the next fiscal year, deductions have
not been made for the contributions which may be collected at
the Mexican ports, or levied in the interior of the eountry, nor
for the suppliee which may be there obtained, From these
sources it is reasonable to expeet such assistance as will light-
en the burdens of the war ; but there are no means of estimat-
ing the amount which the enemy can be forced to contribute
towards defraying our expenses, or in the way of furnishing
our troops with supplies.  The orders and insteuctions issucd
to the officers of the army to levy contributions at the Mexi-
can potts garrisoned by gur troops, are hereto annexed. The
total amount received by the ollicers of the army, as exhibited by
the returns, is $630,810 46, Ofthissum $478, 722 33 have becn
paid over to the disbursing officers of the army and navy, (sce
table annexed 1o the orders respecting military eontributions. )
Though our forces have occupied the priucipal Mexican ports

on the Galf, the trade with them has been inconsiderable, be- |

cause the introduction of merchandise tuto the country has
been almost entirely obstructed.  The guerrilla bands have

had ion of the avenues leading into the intertor, and all
lrtkr:.:‘;:rrnrr found, which have passed through ports in
our occupation, have been regarded (and, [ believe, by the
express order of the Mexican Government) os plunder. A
very different state of things in this respect will, it is believed,
hereafter exist, as the difficulties of bringing im within
the reach of consumers will be removed.  In that event, the
collections at these ports will be vastly avgmented.
business of eollecting the contributions has been neces-
satily devolved on military officars.  This dury has been por-
formed at unhealthy places, where o destroying epidemic pre-
vails doring many months of the vear. [t seems to be but
Just that those thus employed and thus exposed should receive
additional compensation ¢ but, un¥er the rostriction of exist-
ing laws, there is no authority to sanction their claim to an
oxtra allowanee. [ respectfully recommend that Congress
should be asked to allow to officers engaged ot the Méxiean
ports in collecting contributions, n per centage on the same
received, and that authority should be given to regulate the
number and determine the pay of the weseral persans employ-
ed in this business. There is no official information in this
Department showing the amount of revenue or contributions
which has been levied at the ports in our occupancy on the
Pacifie ; but it is understood that collections have there been
made, and the amount applied towards the snpport of the chvil
government established in California,
The despatch of Col. Mason, to which | have before allad-
ed, refers 10 the unsetted claims in that country against the
United States, and recommends that immedinte measyres
should be taken to ascertain the amount of such as are well
founded, and that provision be made for immedinte payment,
These elnims are principally for property of various deserip-
tions furnished to or taken by our foreed in the course of the
military operations in that eountry.  The delay to pay them
has already produced much dissatisfaction, and is prejudicial
to the interests of the United States.  Some of the officera en-
gaged in this distant service have become personally responsi-
ble for debty contracted for the wee anil in the service of the
United States ; it is also due to them that provision should be
made for paying these debus.
T'ho resolution of the 34 of March last, providing for the
payment of expenses ineurred by States and individuals in or-
subwisiing, and traneporting volunteers previous to
their mustered and received into the service of the Unit-
ed States, had reference to such troops only as had been mus-
tered hefore that period.  Liko elaims of a rubsequent dute

linve been presented, which could not be paid for want of au-

termaster G I, before particulutly reforred to, I also here-
with submit for your consideration others from the Commis-
sary General, the Paymaster General, the Chief Engineer,
the Chief of the Topographical Enginecrs, the officer in
charge of the Ordnance Department, the Surgeon General,
the Commissioner of Pensions, and the Commissioner of In-
dian Affairs. These several reports are preseted in the full-
est copfid that their examination will afford most gratify-
ing proofs that the public duties devolved upon each, though
unusually arduous, have been, throvghout the pust year,'
faithfully and ably discharged.

The report of the Chief Engineer exhibits the condition of

" Sa 9 > »
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The Sioux and the Chippewas have long been enemies, and
hostile collisions between them are of frequent vccurrence.
By interposing, as is now proposed, other tribes between them,
their long-cherished feuds, it is hoped, will subside, and that
region of country cease to be any longer the thestre of fre-
quent Indian disturbynces.

Among those tribes with which we have treaties, or near
which our agents reside, tranquillity has generally prevailed.
The only !‘;ceglium known ure the outrages committed by
parties of the Sioux—one upon the Winnebagoes, which, by
our interference, wus amicably adjosted ; and the others upon
the Omahas, the Ouoes, and the friendly Pawnees, P
measures have been takien o punish the aggressors, n:?;:
prevont the repetition of such occurrences.
h‘l‘lﬁep@dluoﬂ:l upon the trains on the Santa Fe route

1ve been, it ia believed, committed prineipall , if not en~
tirely, by Indisns with whom we it s
or no intercourse, and who can, therefore, only be controlled,
und their mischievous propensities repressed, by a military
force. For this purpose, such a force has been sent into
that region, with instructions to chastise the offenders, and
procure, as far as pructicable, the restoration of the plundered

pro X

'{:h. unomalous condition of our relations with the Indians
in Texas embarrasses the action of the Department in relation
to them. The laws regulating intercourse with Indian tribes
do not extend over Texas. A special agent was, however,
appointed at the close of the last session of Congress to visit
the several bands in that State, to counsel with them, and (o
distribute such presents, in goods, as were deemed most ‘nse-
ful and best caleulated 1o conciliate their good-will, snd to
inspire confidence in the friendly disposition of the United
States towards them. This proceeding has been sitended
with success ; but it is desired that Congress, at the approach-
ing session, should place our relations with these Indians on a
more nent basis.

A ty has arisen among the Stockbridge Indians in
Wisconsin, occasioned, principally, by the legislation of Con-
gress, which cannot be overcome without further legislation.
The necessity for the further action of Congress on the sub-
ject is clearly presented in the Commissioner's report.

It will be perceived by that report that very special attention
has been given, during the past year, 1o the important subject
of education among the Indians. Additional schools on the
new mbining manual labor with rudimental in-
struction—have been established made for

d, and arr

“others among several of the tribes. T'o extend this systeny

as far as it has been found necessary to employ
all the funds at the dispoeal of the Department, some por-
tion of which has been heretofore applied to educate a few
boys at different seminaries in the States. The mode now
adopted for applying the funds provided for education is Jeem-

the permanent defences, under construction and repair, along
our seaboard and northern frontier. Owing to the small
amount of means placed within the control of the Department
for thia purpose, but little progress dyring the last year hus
been made in these works. In preceding years, the system of
defence has been prosecuted with considerable success. [m-
portant points have been placed in comparative security ; but
there are others, baving strong claims to protection, thut yet
remain in a defenceless state. It is pot deemed wise, under
present circumstances, to withdraw all attention from our sys-
tem of exterior defence. t

The estimate which has been submitted for expenditure
upon those works is moderate. It is below that of last year,
and much less than the average grants in former yoars.

Congress having provided for a Board of Viciters to attend
the general cxamination of the Military Academy at West
Point, a number of eminent citizens from various States were
invited to form such board, with a view to inquire into the
state of discipline of that institution, its instruction, police,
administration, financial affairs, and other concerns, and to
report thereon for the information of Congress. Their report
will be found among the papers herewith, from the Engineer
Duepartment. It presents the institution, in all respects, in a
very favorable light ; and I trost that, besides the appropria-
tions required for its maintenance and efliciency, provision
will be made for an annual Board of Visiters.

The eompany of engineer soldiers, authorized by the act of
Congress of May 15, 1846, has been more than a vear on
active duty in Mexico, and has rendered efficient service. [
again submit, with approval, the proposition of the Chief En-
gineer for an increase of this deseription of force, us required
to mect the wants of our armies in the field.

The surgeons und assistant sprgeons, constituting, the me-
dieal staff’ of the army, are all required for the troops in the
field, and it is ascertained by éxperience that they are scarcely
sufficient for the exigencies of the service. The wants of the
service have rendered it necessary to employ physicians in
civil life to assist in the duties of I.L medical stall, This de-
ficiency of medical nssistance hLas been owing in part to the
number of surgeons and assistants who have been detached
from the troops to take charge of the several hospitals which
the proper care and treatment of the sick and wounded have
rendered indispensable. Ample provision for the cure and
comfort of the officers and soldiers, suffering by wounds or
disense, is demanded by justice and ¥ ity. 1 theref
earnestly commend to your approval the proposition for au-
thority to appoint six hospilal surgeons, to be continued in
office only to the end of the present war.

I do not doubt, however much it is to be lamented, that
many soldiers who have faithfully served their country in the
army will retire from it wora out in seivice, disabled by
wounds, or permanently impaired in health by exposure and
hardships, without the means of comfortable support o1 the
ability to carn it.  Ia this situntion they will look with rea-
sonable expectation to their country for a provision better
suited to their condition than that which is now made by our
pension laws.  This would be affirded to them by an army
asylum or retreat. The comforts of such a public institution
are due to this unfortunate and meritorious class of our fel-
low-citizens from a grateful and paternal Government. [
concur in the acting Surgeon General's meommendation of
such an establishment, and submit it 1o your favorable con-
sideration.

The number of pensioners of all classes on the rolls of the
Pension Office is twenty-three thousand and nineteen ; the
namber paid during the halfl vear ending on the lst of July
last was only fifteen thousand and nincty-two. The office
has wot the means of asceriaining the deaths among them,
but the nwnber of pensioners has been by that cause consi-

ed alfogether preferable, and promises the most highly bene-
ficial results. ;

For information in regard to many other important con-
cerns and interesting matters connected with our Indian rels-
tions—too numerous for even a briel notice in this commu-
nication—1I reapectfully invite your attention to the Commis-
- sioner’s report.

Lhave the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient

seTVANL,
W. L. MARCY, Secretary of War.
To the Presinesr.

FROM THE PACIFIC.

The New York Herald has late Valparaiso and
Lima newspapers, from which are made the an-
nexed extracts. There has been a terrible earth-
quake in Chili and Peru, destroying several towns,
whieh occurred on the same day as that which de-
stroyed the town of Ocotlan, in Mexico.

From the Valparaiso Neighbor of Oclober 26,

Ou the Bth instant an earthquake oceurred here at 11 o'clock
in the morning. Its duration was forty-five seconds in the
port, though in Almendral it was more violalit and protracted.
The vibrations of the tower of the custom-house were perceiv-
od with fearful distinctness. The walls of some buildings
were crackod. L

The shock at Illapel was more violent than it was in this
place. 8ix or eight houses were thrown down, and one life
lost. In Santisgo the shock was more powerful than in Val-
parniso. Here a whole region of country, of ten thousand
square miles, was made to quiver like the leaf of a tree, and
that on an iustant ; for the time, so fur as it can be ascertain-
ed, was almost simultaneous in places a hundred miles distant.

From the Lima New Era of November 8.
We leamn the almost total destruction of La Ligua and Pe-
torea. The direction of the earthquake was evidently from
the morth. Cogquimbo suffered extremely ; ila best public

buildings were reduced 1o o mass of roins. The oscillations »

of the earth were {rightfal. The whole population slept in
the open field; even the stones in the tivers were roised from
their beds and thrown to a distance.

The ship of the line Columbus, Capt. Wymax,
bearing the pennant of Com. Biopore, was at Val.
paraiso on the 26th October, lately from Califor-
Ma. She was to remain till after November 1st,
and then sail for the United States,

Dr. Cruxe, of Virginia, American Minister resi-
dent in Chili, retarns in her, as does also E. R.
Dorw, Esq., formerly Amesican Consul for the city
of Valparaiso}

FROM CALIFORNIA.

We have been favored with a number of the Califurnia
Star, published at San Franciseo, of September 18th.

The U. 8. men-of-wnr Congress and Portsmouth, with
others not named, left Monterey during the week ending Sep-
tember 11, bound to Mazatlan,

The Malek Adbel, captured by the U, 8. sloop-of-war War-

derably reduced during the last year. The reduction in that
period is estimated o be al least ten per centum.

The law allowing a bounty in lands to the soldiers who
have served in the war with Mexico, has thrown a pressure
of daties upon the Pension Office, requiring a large increaso
of labor. In order to furnish these soldiers with serip and

certificates of location as emly as practicable, several persons
have been employed under o promise to present their claims
for eompensation to Cungress, Without their assistance,
much delay would have woavoidably resulted in this branch
of the public business, sttended with somo injury and incon-
venience to the meritorious claimants : and, even with this
assistance, there are many cases not yet acted on, although
all practicable dispatch has been used. The applications for

certificates of location and fur scrip previous 1o thie 13th of No-
viember, (the date of the Commissioner’s roport, ) had amount-
ol to eighteen thousand three lundred and sixty. Seven
thousand three hundred and furteen contiticates for land, and
nine hundred and ninety of senip, hal been issged. I'wo
thousand two hundred and ten applications had been rejected

or suspended, and seven thowand eight hundeed and forty-
six then remuined to be examined.

It is respectfully urged that a recommendation should be
=ubmitted to Congress 1o make provision, not only to pay

ren, on the southern const, was sold at auction, for the coast
trade, to Capt. W. D. Phelpes, for $4,520.

The weather at San Francisco was intolerably warm, the
mereury ranging in the neighborhood of 92° in the shade.

The people of San Francisco elected a Town Council to
administer their affuirs, consisting of Wm. Glover, Wm. D.
M. Howard, Wm. A. Leidesdorfl, E. P. Jones, Robert A.
Parker, and Wm. 8, Clark, who entered opon their wfficial
duties September 16th, At the first meeting Mr. Leidesdortd
was sppointed Town Treasurer, and required o give bonds in
£10,000. They also passed an ordinance imposing o penalty
of six manths’ labor on the public works for desertion of sea-
men : and for enticing sailors from ships, or siding them to
desert, a fine not exceeding £300, and imprisonment not ex-
Reeding three months.

Col. Masos, Governor of California, has also proclaimed
a like penalty for the game offence.

We make the following extracts from the California Star -

Mr. 5. Beannan, publisher of this paper, after an absence
of nearly six months, arrived at this place on Friday morning

those who have alroady rendered service, but for such an ad-
ditional number of clerks as muy be required for the dispatch |
of this business, |
Officers of the line and stail’ have been required to perform
duties sl several places where a destroying epidemic has pre |
vailed. Several have fallen victims to it.  Their position |
was as porilous as that of the officers who have mingled in
open conflict with the enemy. The families of those who
have been stricken down by this insidious foe have, in my
opinion, as just & claim to the care and aid of the Government
os the families of such as have fallen in battle, or divd of
wounds reevived while in the discharge of their duty ; and |
recommend that Congress should be requested 10 make the
mme prosision for them.

I fully concur in the suggestion of the Adjutant General,
that the pension law should be so modified as 1o place the
widows and children of the officers and soldiers of the regular
army on the sume favorable footing ae those of the volunteers.

The former have cqaal claims to the justice of the country ;
anid upon this sccount, as well as upon considerations of sound
poliey, the distinetion should be obliteruted, and the liberal
and jodt provisions, now applicable alone to the latier, shoukd
be enjoyed alike by both, .

A most imporiant and difficult part of the duties Jdevolved
upon this Department is the management of our Indian af
fuire.  Oar relations with the tribes are yearly extending, and,
in many respects, assuming & more interesting character. For
a full aceount of our relations and transactions witli them du-
ring the past year, I respectfully refer you to the roport of the
Commissioner of Tndian Affairs,

The wise policy of separating the Indians residing in States
and organized Territories, from contiguity to and interming-
ling with the white population, and of settling them in a quiet
home, remuoved as far as practicable from the reach of influen-
ces so pernicious to their well ll'illg. has been steadily pur-
sued, and generally with favorable results.  Some embarrnss-
ments have arisen in the removal of the Choctaws, but they
have been, to o great extent; overcome, and arrmogements are
in progress which' promise success to that undertaking. A
very satisfaclory aecount of the various measures which have
been pursued to earry out this poliey of removal, will be
found in the Commissioner’s report. *

Two treaties will soon be laid before you which have been
negotinted with different bands of the Chippewas of the Up-
pet Mississippi and Liake Suaperior, for a portion of their lnnds
wost of that river. A part of this large tract is intended for
the Winnebagoes, now ready to remove and surrender theie
possessions in lown, and the remainder is held in reserve for
any other tribes yet remaining east of the Mississippi, who

last, in twenty-eight Jays from Fort Hall.

By him we learn that the emigration to this country this
vear will not exceed ninety wagons.

" T'he backwarl wagons, without brisk tiavel, may find their
mountain road obstrueted by the snows. Fear is already en-
tertaitied of their sale srrival,

Mr. Brannan informs us that the emigrtion (o Oregon was
il ** rolling on ;" that up to the 18th day of August seven
liondred and seventy wagons bad passed Fort Hall, and be-
fore the expiration of the month many more were expected.

[Jowrnal oft Commerce.

A WAR MEETING IN PHILADELPHIA.

The Philadelplin News of yesterday says that the great
Demoeratic War. Meeting took place in that city on Satar-
day evening lust, **after furious flourishes of trumpetsand high-
ml.mnlmg declarations continued during o whole week. There
were 10 have been honorable Senators from Washington to lend
dignity and impresaiveness to it, and the demonstration was
to be in all things a tremendous, awe-striking, and Whig-anni-
hilating affair.  We really thoughit there was some danger, so
great was the effort.  But oor relief was intense when, o
entering the Chineso Saloon, we found that it was not full,
and that, notwithstanding s band was playing myloud],'lit.
straing were not inviting enough 1o passors-by.”

THE FLOOD AT THE WEST.

The western papers are filled with accounts of the disas~
trous effects produced by the recent severe freshet in the West-
erh rivers,

The Scioto river overflowed its banks, washing away the
turnpike, bridges, culverts, &e.  On this, as well as on the
smaller streams emptying into it, vast amounts of hogs and
other stock have been washed wway,

The destruction of property aloug the Ohio river is repro-
sented as appaliing. Im the towns of Guyandotte, Point
Plensant, Pomeray, Hockingport, Point Har-
mar, Marietta, and Sun Fish, many families were compelled
to leave their dwellings, and others removed to the upper
wtorivs,

Most of the islands botween Kanawha and Wheeling were:

may prefer a northern location.

entirely covered with water, which carried ofl fonces, comn,
wood, and property of all kinds, : g
All the people residing in the low lands had to .
their dwellings and take refuge on the hills, leaving their pro-
m?hmdhm,mwhwﬁ
ves,

bave hitherto had but little -




